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Georgia well-placed for surging energy use

State’s utilities ready
thanks to strategic
investments, a diverse
energy mix, forward-
thinking outlooks.

By Stephen Lawson

If you’re like me, when you
flip on your light switch or stop
at a red light, you don’t think
about the thousands of peo-
ple and decisions as well as the
planning that made that pos-
sible.

We often take our utilities
and energy
supply for
granted.

But having a
strong, reli-
able energy
grid to meet
the demands
of a state with
more than 11
million peo-
ple doesn’t happen by acci-
dent. It’s the result of long-
range planning, strategic
investments, strong policy and
a commitment to Georgia’s
future. Even with our state’s
rapid growth, we are well-po-
sitioned to meet rising energy
demands in the next decade
and beyond.

In January, Georgia Power
presented its Integrated
Resource Plan to the Public
Service Commission — a road
map for how it will provide
the energy Georgia needs over
the next decade and beyond.
While it may sound boring, it’s
actually really important for
the future energy needs of our
state: If you don’t have a road
map, you have no idea where
you’re going — and you’ll prob-
ably end up lost. The IRP out-
lined plans to meet a whop-
ping 50% increase in electric-
ity demand by 2035, driven
largely by the rapid expan-
sion of data centers, which are
expected to account for more
than 80% of new large-cus-
tomer electricity demand.

But the good news is this:
Through proactive strategic
investments, diverse energy
mix, forward-thinking long-
range outlooks and proven reli-
ability, our state’s utility provid-
ers have built the capacity and
capability to deliver energy for
our state’s growing needs.

Strategic investments over
the past two decades have been
instrumental in ensuring Geor-
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The QTS Atlanta Data Center has its own Georgia Power substations. Georgia Power has outlined plans to meet a 50% jump in power demand by
2035, driven largely by rapid expansion of data centers, expected to account for over 80% of new large-customer power demand. HYOSUB SHIN/AJC 2022

gia’s energy grid remains strong
and resilient. From modern-
izing aging infrastructure to
upgrading transmission and
distribution networks, these
investments have allowed our
utilities to better anticipate and
mitigate potential challenges
before they arise. Additionally,
a continued commitment to pri-
oritizing renewable energy proj-
ects, smart grid technologies
and energy storage solutions
has allowed our state to stay
ahead of the curve, support
emerging trends and foster eco-
nomic growth — all while main-
taining reliability and afford-
ability for consumers. As part of
the IRP, Georgia Power has pro-
posed the development of 1,100
megawatts of solar and bat-
tery storage systems to diversify
energy sources and enhance
grid resilience. The plan also
includes a 10-year transmis-
sion strategy, adding more than
1,000 miles of new transmis-
sion lines to improve system
efficiency and ensure energy
reliability across the state.

Just like a well-balanced retire-
ment portfolio, a diverse mix
of energy sources is key to stay-
ing resilient, adaptable and effi-
cient. Georgia is blessed to have
an “all of the above” strategy
when it comes to our energy
sources, including nuclear, nat-
ural gas, solar and hydropower
to meet growing demand and
increase sustainability. Nuclear

power continues to play a cru-
cial role in delivering consistent
base-load electricity, while solar
and other renewables help off-
set peak demand and reduce
reliance on fossil fuels. Geor-
gia Power’s IRP also empha-
sized increased utilization of nat-
ural gas and enhancements to
nuclear power outputs, includ-
ing extended power uprates at
Plants Hatch and Vogtle, which
will add 112 megawatts of car-
bon-free energy. Additionally,
upgrades at Plant McIntosh are
expected to contribute an addi-
tional 268 megawatts of capac-
ity — and combined with Plants
Bowen and Scherer will sustain
hundreds of high-quality, good
paying jobs while generating
hundreds of millions in tax reve-
nues for local communities and
the state.

Georgia has a history of plan-
ning ahead to stay on top of
changing energy needs — and
the recent IRP is no different.
By looking at future energy
demands, using new technol-
ogy and preparing for trends
like more electric vehicles and
decentralized power grids, the
state’s utilities are making sure
the energy system remains reli-
able. Careful forecasting and
data-driven decisions have
helped Georgia Power and
other providers stay ahead
and keep delivering for cus-
tomers. As part of this effort,
the IRP introduces new pro-

grams, including a solar-plus-
storage option for homes and
small businesses and a demand
response program for large cus-
tomers, offering smart solutions
for evolving energy needs.
Even amid natural disas-
ters, our energy grid has
proved reliable. Over the past
year, our energy infrastruc-
ture was tested like never
before. In September, Hurri-
cane Helene knocked down
more than 8,000 power poles
and damaged 4,500 transform-
ers. In December, a winter
storm hit metro Atlanta, weigh-
ing down trees and damaging
power lines. But in both cases,
Georgia Power and other util-
ity providers swiftly restored
power, deploying crews, using
advanced grid-monitoring
technology and coordinating
with emergency management
agencies to quickly get custom-
ers back up and running. And
while there is still a long way
on the road to the larger recov-
ery efforts, this type of rapid
response was only possible due
to long-term planning, emer-
gency preparedness and signif-
icant grid investments.
Nevertheless, challenges
remain. Data centers’ energy
demand continues to rise,
with estimates showing they’ll
account for 80% of large-use
customers by 2037. To make
sure they are paying their
fair share and aren’t driving

up costs for regular custom-
ers, the Georgia Public Service
Commission recently approved
new rules requiring large elec-
tricity users to commit to lon-
ger contracts and higher rates,
helping keep energy rates sta-
ble for homes and small busi-
nesses. Even still, other chal-
lenges such as natural disas-
ters, workforce shortages and
cybersecurity threats will con-
tinue to test the grid, and being
nimble, responsive and stay-
ing ahead of the curve will be
more important than ever.
Georgia’s utilities are pre-
pared for the future. Through
strategic foresight, strong lead-
ership and continued invest-
ment, they are not just keeping
up with energy demand — they
are leading the way in resil-
ience, sustainability and inno-
vation. In a vibrant, growing
and booming state, our energy
supply is prepared to success-
fully propel our state into the
next generation and beyond.
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Fleeing vehicles could endanger others

The AJC has again maligned the Georgia State Patrol for their
pursuits of drivers attempting to escape. (“GSP pursuit culture

puts public at risk,” March 3).

Much was made of comparisons and contrasts to other police agen-
cies. The discussion was heavy about damages incurred from those
pursuits. However, this treatment of the subject ignores the potentials
which those pursuits addressed. Other vehicles along the path of flee-
ing drivers also frequently face dangers from that driving.

To not pursue is a judgment call by an officer at the time. Ignoring a
fleeing driver is often as dangerous as pursuing that fleeing driver. Being
forced off a road by a speeder can also kill. Not enforcing laws encour-
ages more disregard of laws. Police are hired “to protect and defend.”

We need better respect for laws by all drivers to bring better
safety for all people on (or near) our road system.

TOMSTREETS, ATLANTA

Takeaphoto, stopthechase
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It’s time for the GSP to use common sense. No one should be
engaged in a high-speed pursuit over a minor traffic violation.

Instead, law enforcement should chase only long enough to get
the tag and possibly photograph the driver. At that point, the car
is marked to be stopped and impounded anywhere it’s found. Get-
ting the car back would then be a lengthy and expensive process.
The driver and or owner is punished, and no one has to die.
JAKE DAVENPORT, COLLEGE PARK

Musk wreaks havoc for his benefit

With our government being quickly and arbitrarily destroyed
from within, a la Project 2025, I must sound the alarm. The Repub-
licans and MAGAites are standing by, allowing it to happen; thus,
we ordinary citizens must stand in the breach. This letter is one
citizen’s duty to defend our nation.

Dismantling our legal institutions and agencies (USAID, DOE,
etc.) is neither efficient nor in keeping with uncovering fraud and
abuse. Instead, it is closely aligned with the agencies that provide
oversight for Elon Musk and his companies. He is not looking to
Make America Great Again — he is seeking to stop that oversight
and punish the agencies that dare to hold him accountable.

The decisions Musk and his team are making are wreaking havoc here
and around the world. He is gleefully issuing arbitrary and confusing edicts
to the employees of the federal government with the end result of destroy-
ing the safety nets and programs that the government provides its people.
And, when government no longer provides for the common good of its cit-
izens, the people are thrust into chaos, fear, instability and hopelessness.

Is this what you voted for, America? Wake up!

VALERIERANNEY, MARIETTA



